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Editors view
With Easter, comes the spring and 
with spring, comes the holiday 
season. Whether you’re planning 
to go on an Easter break in some 
pretty corner of the UK or you’re 
planning to stay at home and 
spend time with family, either 
way, Easter can put a heavy dent 
in your wallet. These celebrations 
come with a price tag not 
everybody can afford.

With all the extra chocolate and 
candy coming with this holiday, 
you’ll be most likely digging into 
your pockets to pay for all the 
sweet treats, pricey outfits, fancy 
decorations and mouth-watering 
Easter meals. However, there 
always seems to be one thing 
people forget and it is how the 
Easter celebrations can add extra 
stress to energy bills.

In this edition, our team at Focus 
Finance has rounded up some 
energy saving tips for you to save 
on your energy bills this Easter 
without cutting down on all the 
fun.

Write or contact us on
info@focusfinance.co.uk
www.focusfinance.co.uk

VISIT US ONLINE HERE
FOR FURTHER INFO

About Us
DFS Publications - 
A non advisory service, 
providing resources, links 
& information to help you 
reach financial solutions.
....................................................

Focus on the 
Customer...

Our goal is to meet 
and exceed customer 
expectations, to give
lasting value to the 
customer. Our first 
step will be to 
provide everyone in 
the business with a 
clear understanding 
of what our 
customers want.
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Impact of Easter on 
your energy bills  
..........................................................................................................................

Easter break is about Easter feast and treats, 
Easter bunnies and religious celebrations. 
..........................................................................................................................

The four day long weekend has more 
to offer than just Easter celebrations. 
The average monthly household 
energy bill in the UK is £89. As 
people gear up for Easter break, the 
average monthly household energy 
bills rise by a staggering 4%.

With all the extra cooking and 
baking for Easter feast, the energy 
spending during the holidays, energy 
bills can hit your savings account 
hard. 

It’s the time of the year when kids 
are home through most of their 
school holidays. This can add extra 
kWhs to your energy bill.

There are certain tactics worth the 
time you’re going to invest to lower 
your energy bills. Individually these 
tactics may not appear to make a 
big change but collectively, these 
simple tactics can save you a 
fortune.
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SAVE UP TO £616*
on your gas & electricity 

for your home

* 10% of customers switching their gas and electricity bills with helpyourmoney (and their partners) between 18th Feb 2016 and 23rd Jun 2016 saved £616 or more. Survey of over 10,000 switches.

Speak to us today and let’s see what we can save you...

We compare the whole market
It’s completely free
We are completely impartial
Saving is easy

FIND ME THE CHEAPEST ENERGY
CLICK HERE
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Switch and Save  
..........................................................................................................................

When it comes to switching energy supplier, it’s 
always in the hands of people to get a better deal 
and save. Almost 13.5 million households across the 
country miss out on their share of £2.7 billion by 
sticking with their energy company and existing 
tariff. It's either because they have never switched 
or have not switched in the past 12 months. 

By shopping around and taking advantage of the 
best energy deals on the market, millions of people 
can save around £200 or even more.
..........................................................................................................................
Press release published by the Department of Energy and Climate Change in 2015.



7Switch and Save

STEP 1
Head to helpyourmoney.net

Enter your postcode along with 
your energy habits for a bespoke com-
parison. 

STEP 2
Enter your information

To switch your energy supplier, 
you’ll need to provide the following 
information.
To switch your energy company, you'll 
need the following:
• Name of your current tariff
• How do you pay for your energy 
(by direct debit, pay on receipt bill etc.)
• How much gas and electricity do
you use?

You can find the information on your 
latest energy bill, or Annual Statement. 
However if you don’t have any of these 
available by your side, you can still 
switch using our usage estimator.

STEP 3
Choose a tariff

helpyourmoney.net will compare the 
entire market, finding the best deal 
for you. Their bespoke comparison 
calculator shows you a full range of 
tariffs available from all the UK’s energy 
providers sorted by price or service 
rating; you can make the right choice 
quickly and easily.

STEP 4
Complete your application form

Once you’ve made a choice, you only 
need to fill out your switch application. 
Your details will be forwarded securely 
to your new supplier who will arrange 
the switch.  

You will get an email confirming the 
details of the switch and a contact point 
for your new supplier. You will 
be given a supply transfer date by 
your new supplier.  

Switching is FREE and takes only 10 
minutes to save yourself up to £616.

If you’re not sure where to find the 
required information or simply prefer to 
talk to an energy advisor, contact 
helpyourmoney.net on 0161 850 0742.

There is no denying many of us 
are overpaying on our energy bills 
unnecessarily. You could save 
hundreds of pounds on your energy 
bills by simply switching your supplier 
or tariff. It is the best way to lower 
your energy bills. 

Our top tip to cut on your energy 
bills is to switch your supplier. You 
can make considerable savings by 
switching your supplier. It will help 
you reduce the cost of your 
household energy bills. 

We recommend helpyourmoney.net 
who can save you up to £616 on gas 
& electricity for your home. 
helpyourmoney.net offer exclusive 
deals to their customers.

What does it cost to save with 
helpyourmoney.net?

It’s completely free of charge. 
Supplier whom you switch to 
through helpyourmoney.net will pay 
a small fee to helpyourmoney.net so 
you don’t have to.

Use our step by step guide to save 
yourself hundreds of pounds by 
simply switching to a supplier with 
a better deal. 
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Get wise with 
your Kitchen:
..........................................................

Easter is all about cooking 
the Easter feast and baking 
the Easter delicacies. It’s the 
time of year when energy 
bills go up dramatically 
because of the increased 
energy consumption. 
One reason you might 
not have considered, 
is the extra energy 
spending while cooking 
Easter feast and baking 
Easter treats at home.
..........................................................
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Cooking generally accounts for about 
4% of your energy bill. Having your 
oven on all day can cost you a fortune. 
However, with small changes while 
cooking and baking, you can bring 
down your energy bill. 

While these changes may seem small, 
they can make a big difference. Taking 
care of simple steps to save energy 
when cooking will not only help you 
keep your energy bills under control 
but will also help you save pounds on 
energy bills every month.

Multi-task your cooking:
Foods with different cooking 
temperatures can often be cooked 
simultaneously at one temperature. 
It will not only produce good results 
but will also help you save energy. 
Cook your meals in batches. It takes 
less energy to turn on the oven/stove 
top once to cook many foods than 
to turn it on multiple times to cook 
several foods separately.

Baking more than one treat at a time 
is another way to save energy while 
baking treats. 

Cooking foods that use the same oven 
temperature can save the length of 
time the oven is on. This simple tip will 
reduce your energy consumption.

Avoid peeking in the 
oven:
As tempting as it might seem to peek 
in the oven while your treat is being 
baked but every time you open the 
oven, the temperature drops about 
25-30 degrees. It increases cooking 
time as more energy is used to 
generate the desired level of heat. 

Never make the mistake of opening 
the oven door to take a peek at what’s 
cooking inside. Either turn on the oven 
light to check the cooking status or 
check on by looking through the oven 
window. 

Making a mistake like this is easy but 
opening the oven door, even for a few 
seconds, can add up to your energy 
spending.

Turn off the heat 
minutes before your 
meal is ready:
Turn off your oven/stovetops minutes 
before your food is fully cooked. They 
retain heat even after they are turned 
off. Let the residual heat finish the dish 
for you by turning them off a little 
earlier. 



Choose the right pan:
Make sure you’re using the right size 
pots and pans when cooking on a 
stovetop. On an electric cooktop, a 
six-inch pan on an eight-inch burner 
will waste more than 40% of the 
energy. 

Cooking small meal calls for the use of 
a smaller pan. Match the size of the 
pan to the heating element. This will 
enable the contents of the pot to be 
heated evenly. 

Keep your stove 
burners shiny:
Burner pans are usually blackened 
due to heavy usage. Their efficiency 
reduces dramatically because of the 
same reason. They absorb more heat 
hence the energy consumption is 
increased. 

The best way to ensure that you do 
not waste energy is to clean your stove 
burners often to prevent build-up. 
They provide better heating, while 
saving energy. Keep your stove 
burners shiny.

Use glass or ceramic 
pans for baking:
For energy efficient cooking, choose 
glass or ceramic pans for the oven. 
They require less temperature; 25 
degrees lower than the metals pans 
and yet cook just as quickly.

Skip the oven:
We use the oven to heat up items that 
might be heated more easily in the 
microwave by using less energy. 
A microwave uses about 50% less 
energy than a conventional oven. 
Reduce your energy use by skipping 
the oven altogether, use a microwave 
or toaster oven for small cooking tasks.

A microwave takes about 10 minutes to 
bake 2 potatoes, consuming 0.232 
kWh of energy, costing 4 pence while 
baking the same amount of potatoes 
in an oven takes about one hour, 
consuming 0.916 kWh of energy, 
costing you 14 pence. 
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Choose the right 
appliance:
The art of knowing the right balance 
when choosing between an oven or a 
microwave doesn’t require rocket 
science. Smaller appliances are the 
best choice as they use less energy. 

Use microwave oven instead of an 
oven, a pressure cooker instead of 
larger energy-sucking appliances. 
Using a pressure cooker to cook a 
meal will reduce your energy use by as 
much as half in the same cooking time. 

Cover your Pots:
To prevent heat loss, always use the 
“lids-on” approach to cooking. Tightly 
fitted lids help keep heat within pots 
and pans. With lids on, you can lower 
the temperature settings. For faster 
cooking, try to cover pans when 
possible. This will shorten cooking time 
and help save energy.

Let hot food cool before 
placing it in the fridge:
A fridge is designed to chill food and 
keep it cool. If you put the food in the 
fridge without cooling it, it will 
decrease the temperature of the 
fridge. The extra effort to cool the hot 
food first requires energy. Allow hot 
foods to cool before placing them in 
the fridge or freezer. 
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Save energy 
while 
you’re 
away 
.............................................

Around 1.6 million 
Britons head abroad 
over Easter for an 
Easter break every 
year. The four-day 
Easter break is a 
popular time for 
families to head 
away for a holiday 
as children get two 
weeks off school.
.............................................


















































